Troubles
defined,
answers
needed
Urban expert sees

potential for York

By EYANA ADAH MCMILLAN
e Vork Dispalch
* For York County to
become un example of what
Amarica aspires o be, more
zople wi?lsﬂuva to davelop o
3EMBY ettifude, as in "Yas,
in my baek yard,” snid David
Rugk, . -
Rusk, an i
urban policy
expart who
has written
oxtensivel:
about Yor
County, seid
the county
hes the po-
tential to be.
the land of
equnl oppor-
tunity, eco-

Rusk ... urben
palicy expert

spolka &l yes-
nomie terdey's com-
development  munity

and Gecal
stability.

He talked about the coun-
ty's  potentis]l  while  ad-
dresging more than 250
people who atiended the
Metro-York Community Dia-
logue sponsored by York-
Counts, ereated in 1889 to
define the quality of life in
the eounty and to determined
degired improvemants,

The dialogue, held at the
Evelyn and Earle Well' Hell
ot York College, is part of
YorkCounts' Mstro-York Pro-
jest, ereated last yeer to de-
termine solutions for
prohlems affecting the center
city, inclnding tight finances
and an eroding tax bose,

‘Everyone oprees that
problems exist with the econ-
omy, finances, schools, and

Sez ANSWERS/48

dialogue.
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Rusk has done the studies on
that" said James DeBorg,
YorkCounts' director. ‘Now
it's time to suy, Here ore the

Wark slill te be done: Rusls,

a former mayor of Albuguer-

que, N.M., who lives in
Washingion, D.C., told the
pudienes that the things he
recommended to the county
in 1996 when he dslivered

the Ruek Repart, and in 2008
when he retwrned for o two-
daﬂ sgenking‘ tour, 'stll need
to be dope, - S

. He nlso spoke at the 26th
annual Dr, Frederick D Holl-
idey Memorial - Celehration

. held in October by the York

City Humsn Relations Comi-
mission. '

As he les dope in his
other vigite to “York, Husk
told * yéstérdey’s - . audience
that he's tough én, York be-
cause he considers it one of
gix cities thet could "be
Americe Aspires to be" if the
county turned jtself arqund.
The others are Pertland,
Ore.; Seattla, Wash,; Char-
Iotte, N.C; Madison, Wis,;
and iﬁ‘rnnkh.u, Tenn.

"+ Aguin Rusle critivized the
division of counties into
dozens. of municipalities,
saying such fregmentation
has been linked to slow eco-
nomic growth and high raeial
and econpmit segregation.
Help tor schoolchildren: He
snid that crenting effordable
housing in mixed-income de-
velopments - throughout - the
county is key. to, dispersing
the toacentrated poverty in
York City, which would alle-

ali viate the school district’s 8-

noneial sbrein, - .
Mixed-income ;. devel-
opments aleo would give fam-
ijes with low ipcomes
opportunities  to- move to
mare affluent areas with f-

nancially sound school dis-
trigts, which mesns their
children will huve s chance
ta receive o better education,
Ruak snid.

‘Low-income children
leorn best when they're at
middle-class - schools  with
middle-claas  students,” he
said, “Children who live in &n
urens with such o eoncentra-
tion of poor children won't
have & chance ta suceeed.”

He alao told the audience
that the county hes a respon-
eibility to heip York City and
the York-City Schocl District
deal with its poverty issues.

Developing the city's his-
torical areas will draw more
investors &nd  business

awners and will leed ta in-
rreaced property volues, he
said. :

York County President
Commissioner Lori Mitrick
said she fglt thai Rusk was
honest in his aoatysis of how
far the county has coms in 10

Yerrs,

M wigh he would have
taken & more optimistic view
of whot we hava been doin
prooctively,' she . added
"Gopd _thinge are hoppening
here. But he felt charged to
tall: sbout %ha hi}mill.liea m:{d
ave us & Job of things to
think ahout.”

— Reach Eyona Aduh
McMillan ot 605-5438 or
ememillan@yarhdis-
paich.com. '




