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vie-group MemoYork will
pmpé;:._i{fshu'n:;r::iﬁ m:m:gy m
::d[: high-schoo! dropout rates
t have becorie an em: in
Yark, leders said. R

That immedjate recommenda-
ten will be part of 2 sweeping
report the group will release Noy,
13 desceibing urban decline in York
County and pitching salutions.

Meno-Yark was formed in
March 2006 by prominent busi-
nesspeople 10 addreey problems in
the ity und surmunding areas, The
group has set 2 broad agenda of
fiscal, public-safery, tand-use znd
educational ehallenpes,

The Metm-York leadesship is
sifiing through the Badings of two
working gmups
e 0% 0N edisca-
tion and ooe on
municipal jesues
— w0 develop the
final repore.

Metra-Yark

Msnter

group would propose a shart-rerm
pacch for city dropout rates, which
hecalled an cmergeney with region-
al consequences,

Yorl's William Penn Seniar
High School had 593 ninth-praders
bu only 251 seniors as of Janvary
2006, accarding o a repart an i
Web site. :

“Dtaw your own conclusions,®
Menzer said. City School Beard
President Jeffrey Kiddand did nac
retum a welephone call by deadline.
" Mero-Yorls loap-tenm educa-
tinnal recommendations will focus
on ways 1 reduce the eoncemmra-
oo of povesty In schools, Menzer
said.

"All of the experts are telling us
that you eionoc produce high-
quality owcomes in high-paverry
schoals,” he suid, Menzes iy a vice
president ac Wagman Canstruc-
ton Inc. in Manchester Township.,
Mewo-Yark is 2 project of York-
Cuouats, a coalition that runs vari-
ourinitiatives 1o improve the coun-
o' quality affife. Meto-York jead-
exx have repearedly argued thar ur-
ban probloms are tied 1o the funre
prosperity of the region.

These prublents have sodial and
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DROPOUT: Proposals in works

moral dimensions, but the cconomics alone
tmake it imperzne w act, mid Jor Wagimaa,
chicef execurive officer of
Wagtnan Construction,

“If you just swod back
and looked at them eco-
nomically; they're very com-
pelling arguments,” Wag-
man said.

MerroYork leaders have
said those economic argy-
ments include the [ilkelihood that wban
puverty atid fiscal distress would spread ifleft
uncheched and dsae the egion would mis
out an an impossant labor peul if education

Is nac improved.

‘Wagman

Wagman  co- u H
chaired the munic- ! hEl]EV'E
ipal worldng group. that there's
Heis also chairman H
of Berer York, an going to be
infleendal  civic some sort
group with about deri
70 business mem- of wan‘ rng
bess, in the

Palier depar-  yjildarmess.”
mens in the York
area havealremdy be- Erie Menzer,
gun disusing the Wagman
passitiliy of merg- — gopapruciion Ine,
ing, pompred by
ks with the

Meztro-York group, On other usicipal is-
sues, the group is likely to propase more uni-
fied land-use: planning and changes w she
property-tax strucrure, though leaders de-
elined tw be more specific in advance of the
Movernber iwleass. Some poposly will -
quire [egislative chanpe In Harnshusg, they
said.

Menzer said the educarional pmposals
wontd lilely b a rougher s2ll, Yark Coungy
residents have been vigorously debating mu-
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nicipal isues since the 1996 “Rusk Reporc”
that diagnosed major urban problems, Men.
zer said. Educarional tssues have not recrived
the satne airing, and ic’s hard to gauge which
propesals could gin tcton or when, he
said.

I befieve that there's poing 1 besome sore
of wandering in the wiidnmg;," bhe said.

Merro-Yorleinends m be eady, Thegroop
is noc only pucting opether recommenda-
dons but also developing a volunteer and
feadeship structure that can start on imple-
menmtion, Menzer gaid,

“It's poing o be a repor,” he said, “and
if we do it righr, ir's also going to be a
plan" =
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Have: an oplaion about this lssus? E-mall us ot
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