
 

 

Advertisement

 
 

Regional police the way to go 
  
Even the 'easiest' Metro-York idea  
won't be easy - but it will be worthwhile.  
  
Daily Record/Sunday News  
  
Article Last Updated: 11/20/2007 08:57:52 AM EST

  
  

Nov 20, 2007 — This is the first in a series of  
eight editorials focusing on the Metro-York  
proposal put forth by YorkCounts:  
  
Recommendation 1:  
  
"Establish a Metro-York consolidated police  
department: Just as criminals are not constrained  
by municipal boundaries, our police should not be  
hamstrung by them, or by the uncertainty of  
annual budget debates. This department should  
be created using a model more permanent than a  
contract between municipalities - assuring that  
its viability would not be threatened by inflexible  
funding formulas. Township, Borough and City  
officials should not be satisfied simply with  
contributing certain percentages to a pot; rather,  
they should identify and establish a separate  
revenue source, such as a Community Safety tax,  
but not a property tax add-on. Work is already  
underway on this recommendation. The York  
City, Spring Garden, Springettsbury, York Area  
Regional and West Manchester Township police  
departments are already engaged in the  

conversation, but participation would ideally go  
well beyond these departments."

Our thoughts:

The Metro-York leaders say that of all their  
recommendations this is the "easy one," the one  
with the most "traction."

Several local police chiefs have at least bought  
into the concept - if not necessarily a specific  
plan of action. They, better than anyone else,  
understand that it makes more sense to have  
larger departments that can afford to have  
specialists in various areas of law enforcement.  
They know that such a regional department  
would allow them to better aim resources at  
problem areas, so the problems don't  
spread.

But do the people understand that this makes  
sense?

We'll see.

While Metro-York officials say many local  
municipal officials are on board with such a plan,  
there's clearly some nervousness about it.  
When this idea surfaced a couple of months ago,  
one Springettsbury Township official quickly  
wrote a letter to the editor saying any movement  
in this direction would be a long, deliberative  
process.

The idea is also going to encounter resistance  
from some suburban homeowners who don't  
want their tax dollars to go to fight the city' 
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s crime problem. Such resistance may be foolish,  
short-sighted, bullheadedness on the part of  
suburban residents. But the attitude exists  
nonetheless.  
  
Metro-York will need to fashion a persuasive  
public relations campaign to educate folks on  
how helping the city fight its - our - crime  
problem benefits them.  
  
Generally, though, Metro-York is focusing on the  
right areas with this proposal.  
  
Such a regional department probably can't  
be structured like some of the other local  
regional forces, where there's been  
constant squabbling among municipalities over  
how many times a cop goes down Suchandsuch  
Street each day. That's a naive, parochial  
approach to policing. But such a department  
would still need to give citizens the sense that  
they're getting value from a regional force,  
even if they aren't seeing a cop drive by  
twice a day.  
  
Paying for such a force will also be a thorny  
issue. The idea of a community safety tax has  
merit, but again, it will have to be effectively  
sold to a populace that's wary of taxes.  
  
How will such a tax be levied? How can we make  
sure that money pumped into a community safety  
tax results in a corresponding reduction in  
municipal millage rates?   
  
A lot of questions there.  
  

 
 

But this is a proposal that's well worth the  
effort.\\\\\\\ 
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ON THE WEB

Read the entire Metro-York proposal at http:
//www.yorkcounts.org . Read previous YDR  
editorials on the Metro-York plan at http: 
//www.ydr.com/opinion . 
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